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Foreword 

There are few streets and corners of Harare that he has not painted, few faces and 
expression he has not captured .... not the fancy suburbs of the well off middle class, but the 
street kids, the prostitutes, the vendors, the wanderers trapped in a bleak and harsh urban 
environment ... Luis Meque explored and captured t he l.ife of the urban poor in an inquisitive 
and expressive way, te ll ing stor ies of African life with sharp colours and dark expression, 
giving an uncompromising and poignant picture of t he harsh life of poor urban dwellers 
taken away from their land by the colonisation . 

Culture is closely linked to a society's identity. Luis Meque's artistic product ion is a testimony 
of the evolving ident ity of thousands of Zimbabweans in the post-colon ial era. 

This exh ibition presents an excerpt of the work of one of the leading art ists of his generation 
and one of the major painters of Zimbabwe and of the African continent. By supporting 
this exhibition, Switzerland is investing in the preservation and promotion of the arts and 
culture of Zimbabwe and of the reg ion at larg e. 

The Embassy of Switzerland is proud to sponsor th is exhibition and to support the 
Foundation for Art and the Humanities, the Ga llery Delta, w hich has been and continues to 
be an incubator for arts and artists in Zimbabwe and beyond. 

Luciano Lavizzari 
Ambassador of Switzerland 
March 2014 

RIGHT 

Wind Object Bird, 1997 

Oil on Paper 
11 0 x 82 em 

FAR RIGHT 

Abstract Figure, circa 1997 

M ixed Med ia on Paper 
116 x 96 em 
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Introduction 

"'i am black. I think black. I paint black." Luis Meque's famous words which more than 
anything are the summat ion of himself and his work in his short life. They speak of a new 
generation, a new consciousness, a growing self awareness, a new spirit and pride and 
purpose for being. Luis Meque was a major painter of Zimbabwe. He was both catalyst and 
cataclysmic. He had enormous impact on hi s contemporaries and on the development of 
African contemporary painting during the 1990's. He was the rig ht artist at the right time 
in the right place. And he was prophetic too: "I'm trouble. I got a bad spirit on me. I'm not 
gonna live long." These were true word s. He died suddenly and tragically f rom an HIV/ Aids 
related disease on the 21st March, 1998, aged 31: 

Luis Meque was born at Tete on the banks of the Zambezi River in Mozambique in 1966. 
He grew up in Beira where he att ended school. When he was sixteen he applied for an 
overseas scholarship but instead found himself conscripted into the army to fight in the 
civil war that had developed after the Mozambican Independence in 1974. He deserted the 
army in 1986 and came to Zimbabwe as a refugee and settled in Harare where, in 1988, he 
attended the BAT Workshop for about one year. He first showed his work at Gallery Delta in 
the Students' and Young Artists' exhibition in 1989 and afterwa rds regularly until his death. 
Simply, he grew steadily in his work and he was afforded every opportunity to exhibit 
because he was seen to be a leader of a new breed of painters. 

His paintings were, in the main, figurative and depicted the people of the city in their work 
related activities and past-times. He frequented the bars and the nightclubs. He observed 
life closely and drew compulsorily and avidly. He painted thoughtfully: he would study his 
work carefully for long periods and then, becoming decisive, would load his brush and apply 
the paint w ith vigour in sweeping movements that seemed spontaneous. His magic was 
the gift of putting down what he saw and felt with an immed iacy and without recou rse to 
the finer detail. He recorded the social and the social economic circumstances affecting the 
life of the people: the poverty, the desperation of trudging to work, the affliction of disease, 
the escape of the night life and its ram ifi cations. He was an honest and gifted painter of 
remarkable talent for his age. 

We are pleased to exhibit this collection from the estate of the Late Luis Meque in t ribute 
to an important and significant painter of the 1990's. We are grateful for sponsorship made 
ava ilable by the Swiss Embassy, which makes this exh ibition feasible. 

Derek Huggins 
Co-Founder and Director 
Gallery Delta 
Foundation for Art and t he Humanities 
27th March, 2014 

For additiona l reading and research: www.ga llerydelta.com 
Luis Meque: painting Zimbabwean darkness by Barbara Murray, published in Gallery magazine, issue 
number 13 dated September, 1997 
Luis Meque: The Last Paintings by Chiedza Musengezi, published in Gallery magazine, issue number 17 
dated September, 1998 
Free at Last: Notes and writings on the fife and death of Luis Meque (1966- 1998) by Derek Huggins, 
publi shed in Gallery magazine, issue number 17 dated September, 1998 



Drinking Man, 1 995 

Mixed Media on Paper 

108 x 82 em 



LEFT 
Flower figure, 1994 

Mixed Media on Paper 
86 x 61 em 

RIGHT 

Magic Window, 1995 

Mixed Media on Paper 
145 x 110cm 

Luis Meque lived life to the ful l and in this his work exploded with strong spontaneous 
strokes of colour that explored the surface and depicted his sentiments and emotions. For 
me, he was the leader oft he new generation of post independence painters and instigated 
a new movement and break from the perpetuation of Shona stone sculpture. A criteria with 
Luis Meque was his tota l dedication to his work and his prolific output. His sketch books 
are filled with images which portray his superb draughtsmanship. Quoting Edward Hopper: 
"If you can say it with words there is no reason to paint:' His last series prior to his death 
demonstrated this by drawing and painting on the pages ofthe book entitled The Last 
Journey which was apt as a final comment. 

Helen Lieros 
Artist Painter 
27.3.2014 





11 Pupil, 1996 
Mixed Med ia on Paper 
110 x86em 

21 Untitled Figure 
Mixed Media on Paper 
115 x 83 em 

2 

31 Reclining Figure, 1996 

Mixed Media on Paper 
98x 102em 

41 Figures, 1996 

Mixed Media on Paper 
109 x 83 em 





Sl Builder, 1997 
Mixed Med ia on 

Paper 

103 X 110 

61 Nude, circa 1996 
Mixed Media on 

Paper 

110x 80 em 

71 Carpenter, 1 996 
Mixed Media on 

Paper, 

11 2x83cm 
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81 Bar, 1995 
Mixed Media on Paper 
111 x 76 em 

91 Untitled Portrait, 1992 
Mixed Media on Paper 

44x34cm 

1 01 Fish Market Mozambique, 1996 

Mixed Media on Paper, 
105 x 103 em 

11 1 Gates, 1998 
Mixed Media on Paper 
116x94cm 

121 Guys, circa 1995 
Mixed Media on Paper, 

62x44cm 





luis Meque- Biography 1995 Prominent Contemporary Artists, 
Gallery Delta 

1966 Born at Tete Province, Mozambique 1995 Saana Afrika, Group Exhibition, Oslo, 

on 1Oth April, 1966 Norway 

Deceased 21.3 .98. Harare. 1995 Genesis, Group Exhibition, 

Bred and schooled at Beira and Emsdetten, Germany 

Chimayo until1982. Military 1995 180 Degrees, Group Exh ibition, Los 

training and service at Maputo and Angeles, California, U.S.A. 

Nampula until1986. 1995 Gallery Delta 'Twenty Years' 

Came to Zimbabwe. Exhibition 

1988-9 Student at the B.A.T. Workshop - 1995 New Directions Exhibition, Ga llery 

National Gallery of Zimbabwe Delta 
1995 Homage to Federico Garcia Lorca 

WORKSHOPS Exhibition, Gallery Delta 

1991 Pachipamwe Art Workshop, 1995 Summer Exhibition, Gallery Delta 

Marondera, Zimbabwe 1996 Life on the Line, One-man show, 

1995 Genesis Workshop, Germany Gallery Delta 

1996 Europe Africa Workshop, Germany 1996 Changing Directions, Ga llery Delta 
1996 Prominent Contemporary Artists, 

EXHIBITIONS Gallery Delta 

1988 Annual Heritage Exhibition, National 1996 Man and the Landscape, Three-Man 

Gallery of Zimbabwe Exhibit ion, Gallery Delta 

19.89 Young Artists' Exhibition, Gallery 1996 Europe Africa Exhibition, Germany 

Delta, Harare 1997 Two-Man Exhibition, Sandra's 

1989 Annual Heritage Exhibition, National Gallery, Harare 

Gallery of Zimbabwe 1997 Crossroads Exhibition, Gallery Delta 

1990 Summer Exhibition, Gallery Delta 1997 The City, One-Man Exhibition, 

1990 Annual Heritage Exhibition, National Gallery Delta 

Gallery of Zimbabwe 1997 Prominent Artists, Gallery Delta 

1991 Young Artists' Exhibition, Gallery 1997 Wind Objects, Gallery Delta 

Delta 1997 A Decade of Award Winners 

1992 Young Artists' Exhibition, Gallery 1986- 1996, National Gallery of 

Delta Zimbabwe 

1992 Annual Heritage Exhibition, National 1998 Dak'Art Biennale- Dakar, Senegal 

Gallery of Zimbabwe 1998 Crossroads and Beyond Exhibition, 

1992 Paintings by Luis Meque & Sculpture Gallery Delta 

by Christiane Stolhofer, Gallery Delta 1998 Prominent Artists Exhibition, Gallery 

1992 New Directions Exhibition, Gallery Delta 

Delta 1998 The Last Paintings Exhibition -One-

1993 Annual Heritage Exhibition, National man show- Gallery Delta 

Gallery of Zimbabwe 1998 Summer Exhibition- Gallery Delta 

1993 Prominent Contemporary Artists, 1999 Retrospective Exhibition /- Early, 

Gallery Delta Middle and Late Works- Gallery 

1993 New Directions Exhibition, Gallery Delta 

Delta 1999 Festival Exhibition- Gallery Delta 

1993 Africa Africa, One-Man Exhibition, 1999 Prominent Artists Exhibition, Gallery 

Gallery Delta Delta 

1994 Prominent Contemporary Artists, 1999 Beyond the Crossroads Exhibition, 

Gallery Delta Gallery Delta 

1994 New Directions Exhibition, Gallery 1999 Eve of the New Millennium Exhibition, 

Delta Gallery Delta 

1995 Different Directions Exhibition, 2000 Retrospective Exhibition II, Gallery 

Gallery Delta Delta 



2000 Gallery Delta - 25 Years 

2000 Post Election Selection - Gallery Delta 
2000 Colourfields Africa- Ga llery Delta 
2000 Colour Africa - Munich, Germany 
2000 The Summer Exhib ition, Gallery Delta 
200 1 Tracing the Rainbow, Linz Austria 
2001 Luis Meque's Portfolio, Gal lery Delta 
2001 Colourfields Africa II, Gallery Delta 
2003 Past and Present, Gallery Delta 
2004 The Collector's Exhibition, Ga llery 

Delta 
2004 Fight Aids, Celebrate Life, Gallery 

Delta 
2004 A Collection of Small Works, Gallery 

Delta 
2005 Art Heritage, Gallery Delta 
2010 Gallery Delta 35 Years, Gallery Delta 
2010 Modern Ar t of Zimbabwe, Korea 

Foundat ion Cu lt ural Ce ntre, Korea 
2010 Small Works, Ga llery Delta 
2010 Drawings, Graphics and Multi-Media, 

Gallery Delta 
2012 Past and Present- A Retrospective 

Insight, Gallery Delta 

AWARDS 

1989 National Gal lery of Zimbabwe 
Highly commended (painting) 

1992 National Ga llery of Zimbabwe 
Pri ze for Weld Art 

1993 Nat ional Gallery of Zimbabwe 
Overal l award of distinction for 
painting 

1994 National Gallery of Zimbabwe 
Award of Merit for painting 

PUBLI CATIONS 

Gallery Magazine Nos 2, 6, 7, 12, 13, 17 

Mask, 1996 

Mixed Media on Paper 

74x 110cm 



', 
I 

' ,, 

Acknowledgements and Thanks 
Sponsored by the Embassy of Switzerland 

Schweizerische Eidgenossensc haft 

Confederation suisse 
Confederazione Svizzera 

Confederaziun svizra 

gallery 
delta 

I 
Foundation 
for Art and 

lhe Humanities 

© 

(left) 

Sketch Book 

Pencil Drawings 

(front) 

Self Portrait with Gwen 
Mixed Media 

on Hessian 
126 x 184cm 

'Robert Paul's Old House.' 110 Livings lone Avenue/ Ninth Street, Greenwood Park, Harare, Zimbabwe. 
Tel/Fax +·263·4-792135, artdelta@mweb.co.zw, www.gallerydelta.com 




