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(front) The Silent Long Night, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
135 x 179 cm

(above) The Multitude, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
142 x 93 cm



Introduction
‘Sweden has been involved in cultural development activities in Zimbabwe since the mid-
1980s. The support to the sector started out small, with support to culture groups such 
as Amakhosi in Bulawayo, Roof Top Promotion and Theatre in the Park, Chipawo and the 
College of Music in Harare, to mention a few. During the nineties, the co-operation in visual 
arts resulted in an exhibition of Zimbabwean paintings at the Culture House, in Stockholm.  
Zimbabwe has a rich cultural heritage and Sweden is proud to be a part of supporting it.
The Culture Fund was established in 2006 by di"erent arts and cultural stakeholders and 
with the support of Sweden. The organization has gone through some valuable learning 
experiences and is now a well-established institution, which is highly regarded in the 
sector. To date, Sweden has contributed US$7million to the Culture Fund with 700 projects 
bene#ting from the support.

Gallery Delta has been a breeding place for both young, upcoming and established artists. 
Helen Lieros and Derek Huggins have encouraged and directed artists to #nd and pursue 
their unique artistic and genuine expression and not to be swayed by the temporary 
dictates of the market. 

Cosmas Shiridzinomwa`s work visualizes his perception of today´s Zimbabwean society.

Embassy of Sweden
Harare
November, 2013 

(top) The Autocrat, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
200 x 145 cm

(bottom) Swing Dance, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
100 x 135 cm



Extract from the article Contemporary Painting in Zimbabwe – The Last Decade:  2000 – 
2010:  An Appraisal from the Perspective of Gallery Delta by Derek Huggins, published in 
the catalogue of the Colour Africa 2011 exhibition, Munich, Germany. 

‘Cosmas Shiridzinomwa completed his studies at the Harare Polytechnic in the mid 1990’s.  
His paintings involved the human element: people in the bars and policemen carrying 
shopping bags and conversing with prostitutes on their walking patrols in the streets 
of high-density suburbs.  He, however, became dissatis#ed with his work and went into 
reclusion, exhibiting rarely, for four or #ve years -  2000 to 2005 -  and worked assiduously to 
resolve his artistic problems.  He re-emerged in 2006 with his #rst solo exhibition entitled 
Cosmos’ World in which he portrayed the solitude, the loneliness and the sadness of the 
people in their poverty stricken homes, and the aftermath of Operation Murambatsvina 
which had a"ected him directly. The cottage in which his grandmother lived, together 
with his little shop, were demolished as ‘illegal structures.’ He was hurt, bitter, indignant 
and angry. He painted After the Storm, The Remnants and other works, and in doing so 
discovered abstraction in the demolition and deconstruction,  the diagonals of fallen roofs, 
rafters, walls, and the confusion of furniture and e"ects outside  and rather the opposite 
of Malevich’s House in Construction.  Shiridzinomwa was, however, able to create from 
the ruins of the man made destruction for the bene#t of his work.  Since that time he has 
painted the Under the Bed series from an unusual perspective, and the Closet series which 
show the interiors of cupboards containing secreted skulls and bones, #les of documents, 
weapons, tattered garments, shoes and masks. Many of these works were shown in his 
stunning and revealing solo exhibition comprising many large oils and entitled The 
Chronicles at the National Gallery during January, 2011.  Shiridzinomwa is an important mid 
career painter come of age.’

Derek Huggins
Director,
Gallery Delta Foundation for Art and the Humanities.

The Great Drag, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
100 x 80 cm

The Wind, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
113 x 81 cm



Artist’s Statement 
These Chairs...  the dictator’s chair, the politicians chairs, the higher o!cer’s chairs, then the 
oppressed ordinaries chairs, and not forgetting my chair, all come in di"erent characters and 
we live among them.  They have backs and bottoms, some have arms, some have heads and 
all stand on legs.

These Chairs... are characteristic, they move, have emotions, they can build or destroy, they 
can choose to unite and revolt or unite to submit, they have the ability to love or hate or 
hurt, they can accept or reject.

The human, cactus and architectural portraits in this exhibition that are These Chairs and 
these may be you and me.

Cosmas Shiridzinomwa
Harare
November, 2013

(above) Happy Day II, 2013
Acrylic on Canvas,
136 x 100 cm

(right) Scrutiny, 2013
Oil on Canvas
168 x 136 cm

(top right) Wearied In and Out, 2013
Oil on Canvas
170 x 125 cm



Connected, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
170 x 135 cm



Comment 
The manipulative power of brush strokes, combined with vibrant palette, provide a 
luminosity in the works of Cosmas Shiridzinomwa and reveal him as a true and profound 
painter.  There are no short cuts to his well researched compositions where depth and 
superb perspective help the viewer to relate in their personal interpretations.  There is 
nothing bordering on the safe in the subject matter and content in these works and which 
are appealing in their glow and splendid quality.

Helen Lieros
Artist Painter  
Harare
November, 2013

(left) Fruitless Discussion, 
2013
Oil on Canvas,
226 x 157 cm

(right) The Rejection, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
179 x 135 cm



(top left)  Shocking News, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
100 x 70 cm

(bottom left) Friends, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
100 x 70 cm

(above) Solitude, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
80 x 60



COSMAS SHIRIDZINOMWA - BIOGRAPHY
Born 5 March 1974.
Zimbabwean nationality.

ART TRAINING
1993 - 1995     National Diploma in Fine Art 

from the Harare Polytechnic.

EXHIBITIONS
1994    Young Artist’s Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1995 Young Artist’s Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1996 Young Artist’s Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1996     Annual Heritage Exhibition, National 

Gallery of Zimbabwe
1997 Young Artists in Action, Gallery Delta
1997 Graphics, Group Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1997    Crossroads Exhibition, Gallery Delta
1997     Wind Objects Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1997 Summer Exhibition, Gallery Delta
1998 Graphics Group Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
1997  Crossroads and Beyond Exhibition, 

Gallery Delta
1998 Summer Exhibition, Gallery Delta
1999 International Print Exhibition, South 

Africa
1999  Festival Exhibition, Gallery Delta
1999 The Land Exhibition, Gallery Delta 
1999 Eve of the New Millennium 

Exhibition, Gallery Delta
2000  Works on Paper Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta

2000 Earth Vision Exhibition, Gallery Delta
2000 Landscape Paintings, Gallery Delta
2004 Legacy, Munich, Germany
2006 Relieving the Trauma, Gallery Delta
2006  Rembrandt: An African Response on 

his 400th Birthday, Gallery Delta
2006 The Summer Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
2007 Small Works Exhibition, Gallery Delta
2007 Peace Through Unity In Diversity, 

1st Prize painting, Exhibition and 
competition, Gallery Delta

2007 Paintings and Sculptures, Gallery 
Delta

2007 The Young Artist’s Exhibition, Gallery 
Delta             

2007 The Summer Exhibition, Gallery 
Delta

2008 Let’s Get Together, Gallery Delta
2008 The Post Election Selection, Gallery 

Delta
2008 A Select Collection, Gallery Delta
2008 A Time to Change, Gallery Delta
2008 Enriching Women, Gallery Delta
2008 The Summer Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta
2009 A Select Collection, Gallery Delta
2009 Another Perspective, Gallery 23 

Amsterdam
2009 The Land, Gallery Delta
2009 Stamps, Gallery Delta
2009 34 Years Plus – The Gallery Delta 

Bene#t Exhibition
2009 Structures, Gallery Delta
2009 Unity Exhibition, Gallery Delta
2009 The Annual Summer Exhibition, 

Gallery Delta

2009 Small Paintings and Works on Paper 
– Amphitheatre, Gallery Delta

2010 Roots,Gallery Delta
2010 Gallery Delta 35 Years, Gallery Delta
2010 Small Works, Gallery Delta
2010  Mother Earth, Gallery Delta
2010 Facet Zimbabwe Now - Sponsored by 

the Town and Mayor of Kelsterbach, 
Germany at Gallery Delta

2010 The Summer Exhibition, Gallery 
Delta

2011 The Landscape in All Seasons, Gallery 
Delta

2011     Colour Africa 2011, Munich, Germany
2011 Art Zimbabwe Today, Gallery Delta
2011 The Annual Summer Exhibition, 

Gallery Delta
2012 Land, Sea and Sky, Gallery Delta
2012 Past and Present – A Retrospective 

Insight, Gallery Delta
2012 Tradition, Family and Religion, 

Gallery Delta
2012 A Tribute to Nikos 

Kazantzakis(1883-1957) – The African 
Dream Ful#lled, Gallery Delta

2012 The Annual Summer Exhibition, 
Gallery Delta

2013 Select Collection, Gallery Delta
2013 Terra – Landscape Exhibition, Gallery 

Delta

ONE MAN EXHIBITION’S
2006 Cosmos’ World, Gallery Delta
2007 Observations, Chronicles and 

Captions, Gallery Delta
2010 The Chronicles, National Gallery of 

Zimbabwe 

WORKSHOP
1998 Mobile International Artists 

Workshop - Lusaka, Zambia, 
sponsored by the British Council

2006  Cosmos’World Exhibition 2006: 
Artist’s Statement: This exhibition 
consists of the work I have done over 
the last four years, and comprises 
the various moments and seasons 
that I, and others, have lived and 
passed through.  Being the eye, that 
my subjects are not aware of, I do my 
observations from above, looking at 
landscapes, people, dwellings, their 
exterior out looks and their interior 
furnishings and moods.  The subject 
matter stretches from moments of 
happiness, to sadness, to emptiness, 
to solitude and to loss.  This solo 
exhibition gives the opportunity for 
my works be viewed collectively: the 
relationships are one with the other.

 Cosmos Shiridzinomwa

Last Moments, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
180 x 134 cm

Rested, 2013
Oil on Canvas,
136 x 100




